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WPA Family Forum 

Thursday 5th May 2019 

Agenda 

1) Welcome /updates 

2) Main discussion  

3) AOB 

4) Agree date of next meeting. 

Minutes 

Present: Dr Latham, Mrs Preston, Mrs Orme, Mrs Lee-Elkins, Mr Pope, Mrs Luxton, Mrs Delourme, 

Mrs Bass, Mrs Rowe, Mrs Lawton, Mrs D'Souza, Mrs Cartwright, Mrs Cooksley, Mrs Pascoe  

Apologies: Mrs Jackson, Miss Martin, Mrs Pool, Mrs Hawkey 

 

1) Welcome/updates  

Mrs Harris from Town Council came to talk to the group.  

Planning has been approved for a development of 197 houses, 30% of which will be affordable 

housing. Could contact Steve Knightly for more information.  

Cornwall Council have declared that Cornwall is in a state of ‘environmental emergency’. Mrs Harris 

is working on a project creating bug hotels on bicycles. WPA children will be getting involved in this 

project! (Mrs Harris to liaise with Mrs Orme)  

Head Teacher appointment – Dr Kate Latham (Chair of Governors) has been invited to be involved in 

the Head Teacher Interviews. She would like to reassure parents that the involvement of governors 

will ensure that the calibre of leadership will not diminish. It will be a two day process (22nd and 23rd 

May) with the first day of interviews taking place here at WPA. Closing date is the end of next week.  

Uniform - Wovina have sent through some uniform samples from other manufacturers. Parents 

agreed that cost, practicality and life expectancy were important factors when considering jumpers. 

Many parents were keen on the sweatshirt but there was a concern that we might loose the 

‘smartness’. The general feeling was that the v neck sweatshirt or cardigan was a good compromise.  

Check for fleece availability too. A vote was cast at the end of the meeting and the winning jumper 

will be phased in.  
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Facebook page is up and running. A letter has been sent home to gain permissions from parents to 

put pictures of children on there. We currently have approx. 260 likes. Any feedback or ideas for 

posts are welcomed.  

 

2) Main Discussion 

Healthy Schools update – since the last meeting, Mrs Lake and Mrs Keat have attended Sugar smart 

training. Becky did a Sugar Smart drop in on one of the parents evenings. She is coming back to visit 

to help us with evidence collection for gaining the Sugar Smart award. There is a healthy cake sale 

coming up.  

A concern about sweets being given out in class was raised. Mrs Preston assured parents that 

Teachers have been told that we do not give out sweets for rewards in school. However, at the 

moment parents do often still send their children to school with sweets on their birthday and these 

are given out. Teachers do make sure that they are given out at the end of the day and the children 

are told to give/show their parents and ask permission before they eat. The school will be putting 

this question to all parents to gather thoughts and opinions on the matter (questionnaire to come 

from the Healthy Schools team). Some parents felt that the school should make the decision without 

consulting parents seeing as they are working towards the Healthy Schools Award. Other parents 

suggested that children should be consulted on this matter too. Some children may not be in the 

position to hand out sweets for financial reasons. WPA to talk to Polperro primary (fellow Bridge 

School) who have recently been awarded the sugar smart award to gather further information.  It 

was agreed that both parents and children will be consulted and an informed decision will be made 

(not necessarily the majority vote). 

Parent Questionnaire – traditionally this has been carried out in the Spring term. Last year 

BridgeSchools set up the questionnaire electronically via the website (paper copies were also 

available). The Trust have updated the questionnaire again this year and it will be coming out in the 

Summer term. Mrs Preston shared the questionnaire.  

Feedback: 

It was felt that some statements were too vague and some clarification was needed through giving 

examples. ‘I receive feedback about my child’ and ‘home learning’. 

Parents would like to know the context of the questionnaire at Trust level - what will it be used for?  

For parents that have multiple children, is there a way that the ‘does your child enjoy school’ 

question could be duplicated for each child?  

Question 20 was generally not understood. This needs to be rephrased.  

Is the questionnaire compatible on phones and tablets for those who don’t use computers?  

In order to encourage more responses, it was suggested that it is done earlier next year and parents 

could encouraged to do it on iPad at parent consultation evenings.  
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It was raised that the WPA website is still being populated. 

Playground improvements – FOWPA have successfully applied for and achieved two funds. One was 

for £2700 which provided paint for the outside buildings and there are more plans to improve the 

KS2 playground. The second was for £1200 which will go towards creating an environmental area. 

There is another application in the pipeline! It was suggested that we could ask for a full time person 

to complete bids for the MAT in order to obtain as much funding as possible for the schools.  

Tile project – Artist Paul Jackson is coming in to work with each year group. Every child is creating a 

tile and each year group has a different nature theme. These tiles will be displayed around the 

school.  

3) AOB:  

A parent had approached Amanda asking if the school would be interested in raising the cost of after 

school clubs in order to raise more money for the school.  

Some feedback from parents – can we celebrate more successes that children have achieved outside 

of school. We always celebrate outside achievements in Friday assemblies – perhaps not all parents 

know this.  

 

4) Next meeting  

Date not set – propose Thursday 27th June at 5pm 


