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Wadebridge Primary Academy Family Forum - Terms of Reference 

 

Purpose 

The objective for the Family Forum is to facilitate a constructive partnership between parents/carers and our school.  

It will provide a channel for communication, feedback and suggestions for improvement.   

 
Aims  
 
• To further improve communications between parent/carers and staff/governors. 
• To allow the school to develop a better understanding of the views and needs of the parents and how we might 

address them. 
• To enable parents to discuss common concerns and suggest possible solutions. 
• To offer the support and advice that parents need to help and encourage their children with their learning, such as 

workshops or curriculum evenings. 
 

The Family Forum is… 

 An opportunity for parents to come together to share ideas, and put their views forward. 

 It gives parents a voice and increases their active involvement in decision making, fostering a culture of 

ownership and participation.  

 It develops a partnership between the school and parents/carers in order to support and promote children’s 

learning.  

 A place for the school to learn more about its parents and for the parents to learn more about the school.  

The Family Forum is not… 

 The place for individual complaints/issues or concerns. (Concerns or complaints for individual children, 

families or staff will not be discussed. These should follow normal school procedures. The names of 

individual staff members or children will not be used in the meeting.)  

 A decision making body.  It is involved in discussions and consultations, and how we, together, move the 

school forward. It is the Head teacher and the Governing Body that make the decisions and decide the 

strategic way forward for our school.   

 A replacement for the Governing Body.  

 A group that will become involved with staffing or financial issues. 

 

Family Forum members must adhere to all our school policies including behaviour, complaints, e-safety and social 

networking and agree to the Family forum code of conduct. Members should not make any comments in regards to 

information shared from the meetings or about the school on ANY social media websites e.g. Facebook, Twitter, 

Instagram.  

 

Schools that have developed a Forum have found it to be extremely beneficial at breaking down barriers between 

parents and school, and allowing parents to become more involved in supporting their children’s education.  It also 
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helps drive forward the school improvement agenda through parents taking more ownership of the success of the 

school and feeling involved in the plans that are made.  

 

Meetings  

Each half term we aim to have a Family Forum meeting.  

Members would make every effort to attend all meetings - depending on commitments. 

Meetings would last between 45-60 minutes, but not more than 1 hour. 

Members are parents/carers of WPA children. 

Members of Governing body and SLT will attend meetings. 

Meetings will be cancelled if less than half the members or SLT are unable to attend. 

 

 

 

Feeding back to other parents 

The agenda and minutes from each Family Forum meeting will be on the website, under the Family Forum section, 

the following week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


