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15th May 2020 
Coronavirus - COVID-19 – Update  
Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope that you and your family continue to be well. 
 
You will no doubt have seen the Prime Minister’s broadcast on Sunday evening where he outlined plans to reopen 
schools on 1st June to children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 if the country continues to meet the outlined 
five criteria for infection control. Since Sunday we have been waiting for further guidance from the Department for 
Education and Local Authority.  
 
Of course, we want to follow government guidance, but we are responsible for the safety of children, staff and 
parents on site and need to be sure this can be managed safely. Leaders across the schools have been working with 
the senior leadership team for the Trust to digest the available information and look at each of the schools on how 
we plan our phased return. Central staff have been visiting sites to complete risk assessments. 
 
I attended an online meeting with the Regional Schools Commissioner’s Team and members of the Department for 
Education on Thursday to ask questions and look for clarification on the guidance, I shared the outcome of that 
meeting with heads in an online meeting this morning. If we receive the reassurances we are all looking for we will 
be drawing up plans to open the schools more widely on the 1st June, but only if we are advised to do so by the DfE. 
At the point of restarting we will not be admitting all four year groups at once, this will be a phased entry starting 
with Year 6. Children of parents who are on the government’s Key Worker List and children who are vulnerable will 
continue to attend school as before. Other year groups will follow, after we have reviewed the safety of children and 
staff after each stage. Heads from each school will be writing to you separately next week with further details. 
 
If in these difficult circumstances you choose not to send your child to school, I understand. You need to take the 
decisions for your own and your children’s safety and will not in any way be penalised by any of our staff for doing 
so. This is potentially the most anxious time during this crisis where we anticipate the future of what our schools will 
look like working under COVID-19 health and safety guidance. I want to reassure you as parents we will be taking 
things slowly, we do not yet have a complete picture of all the guidance and information we need to make pragmatic 
decisions on safeguarding the welfare of everyone in our school communities. As things progress, I will endeavour to 
keep you informed and write to you again next week. 
 
School hubs will remain open to vulnerable children and those of parents who are key workers next week, but we 
will be closing all the schools to all children through the May Bank Holiday – half term. Updates to online learning 
will resume after half term. We will also need to close the schools to all children on Monday 1st June to implement 
plans for our way forward if we are progressing towards re-opening. We will continue to follow government 
guidance and hope that a statement is made before half term for me to confirm this to you. In the meantime, please 
continue to access the online materials staff will continue to provide on school websites.  
 
Thank you to those of you who completed the survey from last week, the results will be shared next week. Those of 
you who had concerns or issues to raise and provided your contact details, staff will get back to you to help you 
overcome any difficulties you have experienced but it seems we are mostly getting things right for you with an 
overwhelmingly positive response of 84%. Staff have worked long days to ensure we are meeting need and have 
been very appreciative of the supportive comments offered, thank you. 
 
Like our motto, ‘we are stronger together!’ I will be in contact again next week, until then stay safe and stay well. 
 
With all good wishes, 
 
 
Adrian Massey and everyone at Bridge Schools. 


