
 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Reception at Polperro 

Primary Academy 2020/2021 

 

The name of your class is: 

Penhallow 

We are thinking about you and can’t 

wait to meet you! 
 

At the moment we are unable to offer 

transition visits to our school. So, we 

have made this short book for you to 

begin to get to know the school and see 

some of the fun learning activities we 

do in our class. Other information will 

follow in the coming weeks.  



 

 
 

My name is Mrs Counsell and I am going to be one of your 

class teachers in Penhallow Class when you join us. I enjoy 

doing many things when I am not teaching; I like to go to the 

beach and swim in the sea, spend time with my family, go for 

long walks and read books. I have two children and two cats.  

 

In Penhallow Class we will have Reception and Year 1 children. 

We will have lots of fun, learn new exciting things and make 

new friends. The adults are really looking forward to starting 

your learning journey with you at Polperro.  
 

We will be sending you an ‘All About Me’ activity to do with 

your child. Please fill it in so we can start getting to know all 

about you and post back to our school.  

 

Enjoy reading this book and we will see you very soon. 

 

From  

Mrs Counsell and the adults in Penhallow Class. 

 

 

 



 

We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage 

Curriculum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Partnership with Parents  

We recognise that parents are children’s first 

teacher. We will have parent consultation 

sessions and open mornings/afternoons each 

term. Parents are always able to speak briefly 

to Penhallow class staff in the mornings but if 

you have any questions or concerns that need a 

bit more time please make an appointment with 

us for a longer talk.  

 

On our school website we have our own Class 

Blog - we update this regularly with class news, 

photos and messages.  We will provide 

information on current topics, suggestions on 

how you can help at home and future events.  
 

We also have a school Facebook page.  
 

 

Learning Journeys - Tapestry 

To communicate and celebrate and share your 

child’s learning with you, we use a safe, online 

programme called Tapestry to record your 

child’s learning and development.  You will be 

able to access the photos, videos and write ups 

of the observations we have made on your child 

and add some of your own. We may also have 



 

books in class for writing and recording your 

child’s other work, such as paintings and 

drawings. 

 

Learning in Penhallow Class 

We follow the EYFS Development Matters 

Curriculum and children continue to work within 

this framework through developmentally 

appropriate stages leading to the Early Learning 

Goals at the end of their Reception year. We 

have class enquiries to form our learning. The 

children ask questions and we answer them 

following a journey together. We record our 

whole class learning journey in a floor-book 

which is contributed to by every child.  

Learning is play based and learning objectives 

are clearly planned for all children to develop to 

their full potential in all 7 areas of learning. We 

will regularly talk with your child and feedback 

about their learning. This is an approach that 

focuses on open ended activities, individual 

needs and next steps for learning. Each child 

has their own ‘Next Step’ which is discussed 



 

with your child and reviewed half termly. During 

their time with us the children develop their 

social and emotional skills and learn to work 

purposefully in large and small groups. 

Throughout the year staff 

spend time observing and 

assessing children and their 

observations are recorded in 

their Learning Journeys. 

Parents and careers are given 

opportunities to look at these 

regularly throughout the year 

in our open sessions. 

 

We plan challenges and learning activities which 

allow children to develop physically, emotionally 

and build on their communication and language 

skills. We make links in their 

learning and encourage 

independence through structure in 

a safe and welcoming environment.  

We use indoors and outdoors for 



 

our learning. Children can access our small 

playground through the whole day. 

Children spend 

focussed time 

learning in Maths and 

English with grown-

ups in small groups, 1:1 and whole 

class. They build on and develop 

new skills while accessing the play provision 

which has been planned 

specifically to meet the 

children’s stage of 

development.  Playing with the 

provision enables children to 

explore, investigate and make sense of the 

world around them. Play allows children to be 

challenged in their thinking and helps them to 

practise and rehearse skills and to be motivated 

in their learning. Children 

are inquisitive and curious 

and we wish to build upon 

this in a fun, positive and 

enjoyable manner.  



 

The adults monitor and observe children and 

then assess and plan for new learning 

opportunities, enhancing the play activities 

based on the children’s interests and likes.  

 

Outdoor Learning 

We use the outdoor space that we 

have available as much as possible, 

this includes our school garden, field 

and other outdoor areas we are lucky 

to have around our school. This year 

we have taken to spending one 

morning a week completely outside 

whatever the weather! Outdoor 

play also supports child 

problem-solving 

skills and nurtures 

their creativity, as well as providing 

rich opportunities for their 

developing imagination, inventiveness 

and resourcefulness.  The children 

build the camp-fire,  prepare and 

cook the morning snack for the class,  

using their listening and attention skills to navigate 



 

the fire safely and also 

learning how to use other equipment appropriately 

such as knives and peelers for preparing the food. The 

other groups will be developing skills that are relevant 

to our enquiry and based on the Early Learning Goals 

we are focusing on that half of term. 

Phonics and Spelling  

We have a Phonics session 

every morning which lasts 

for 20-25 minutes where 

we follow ‘Letters and 

Sounds’ framework. During this this time we 

practise skills previously learnt for reading and 

writing and learn a new sound or tricky word 

each day. We will keep in touch with 

parents to tell you which 

sounds we are learning 

for practising at home 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Trips and visitors  

Where we can we try to enhance your 

child’s learning by providing exciting 

extra experiences. This year we 

baked bread with a 

professional chef, 

visited Liskeard Fire 

Station when we were learning 

about The Great Fire of 

London and visited Penhallow woods when we 

went on a ‘Bear Hunt’.     
 

We hope you have enjoyed finding out about 

learning at Polperro Primary Academy. 
 

We look forward to seeing you soon and 

cannot wait to start learning with you.  

From  

The Penhallow Class Adults.   


