
Geography skills, knowledge and vocabulary progress ladder 

 

Purpose of Study 

The Bridge School’s Geography curriculum is designed to ensure pupils develop an understanding of themselves as global citizens and the importance of 

understanding other cultures and the importance of caring for the planet. It is based on teaching pupils three forms of geographical knowledge that 

interlink and are mutually dependent. “Core knowledge” gleaned and created from information communicated in globes and atlases,  “Content knowledge” 

developed through the understanding of concepts and generalisations, enabling pupils to identify processes, different perspectives and values and  

“Procedural knowledge” which is the experience of high quality geographical enquiry – pupils having the opportunity to make decisions and problem solve.  

Pupils should have the opportunity to engage mentally with questions about people, society, environment and the planet. This means they identify, 

assimilate, analyse and communicate data of various kinds, and learn the skills to do so productively. This will often entail using information technology – 

manipulating maps, diagrams, graphs and images (sometimes referred to collectively as 'graphicacy') – structured talk and debate and writing for a variety 

of audiences.  This purpose of study reflects the Geographical Association’s recommendations for a curriculum.  

Key areas of learning include: locational and place knowledge, human and physical geography, geographical skills and fieldwork, 

geographical enquiry  

 

Through geography our children will develop:- 
 

 A knowledge of where places are, what they are like, how and why they are changing 

 An understanding of the ways in which places are interdependent and interconnected and how much human and physical environments are interrelated 

 A vast range of geographical vocabulary which allows them to identify and name places, the features within them, human and physical processes. This 

core knowledge provides the building blocks of deeper learning 

 Fluency in complex, geographical enquiry and the ability to apply questioning skills and use effective analytical and presentational techniques 

 A sense of the world which prepared them to play an active role as informed, responsible citizens  

 Highly developed fieldwork skills as well as wider geographical skills and techniques 

 A sense of curiosity to find out about the world and the people who live there 

 The ability to express well-balanced opinions, rooted in very good knowledge and understanding about current and contemporary issues in society and 

the environment 

 Geographical thinking 

 Extending from the familiar and concrete to the unfamiliar and abstract 
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Key Knowledge/Breadth of Study 

Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2 
 Know the world’s 7 continents and  5 oceans 

 Know the countries and capitals of the United Kingdom 

 Compare and contrast a small area of the United Kingdom 

with that of a non-European country 

 Identify weather patterns and climate in the United Kingdom 

and around the world 

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to and describe 

key physical and human features of locations 

 Know how to use world maps, atlases and globes to identify 

the UK and its countries as well as the countries, continents 

and oceans studied at this key stage 

 Know how to use simple compass directions (north, south, 

east, west)  and locational/directional language (near, far, 

left, right) 

 Use aerial photographs to recognise landmarks 

 Use fieldwork and observational skills to study their 

surrounding environment 

 

 Know how to locate the world’s countries, with a focus on Europe, North and South America 

 Know the key physical and human characteristics of some countries and major cities 

 Know key geographical features of the countries of the United Kingdom, and show an 
understanding of how some of these aspects have changed over time 

 Know the the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, S/S Hemisphere 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical 
geography of a region or area of the United Kingdom  

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical 
geography of a region or area in a European country.  

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical 
geography of a region or area within North or South America. 

 Describe and understand key aspects of: 
- Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers. 
- Mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes and the water cycle. 
- Human geography, including: settlements, land use, economic activity including trade links and 

the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water supplies. 

 Know how to use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and 
describe features studied 

 Know how to use the eight points of a compass, four-figure grid references, symbols and keys 
(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build knowledge of the United Kingdom and the 
world. 

 Know how to use a wide range of geographical sources in order to investigate places and patterns. 

 Use fieldwork to observe, measure and record the human and physical features in the local area 
using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs and digital technologies. 



Geography skills, knowledge and vocabulary progress ladder 

 

Geography skills, knowledge and vocabulary progress ladder - EYFS 

Year Group  Content 

Nursery  Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary 

 Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things including ‘thinking green’ 
(lights off, recycle, reuse) 

Reception  Know directions can be followed and lead to different places 

 Know each house has its own address 

 Name the four countries of the United Kingdom and the country they live in 

 Draw information from a simple map. 

 Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries 

 Explore the natural world around them 

 Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside 

 Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live 

 Know the weather changes according to the seasons and where we are in the world and the effect of changing seasons on the 
natural world around them 

 Know some ways we can look after our world 

 

Note: References to GDS are not exhaustive and simply provide some exemplification of what those children working within GDS may demonstrate 

Geography skills, knowledge and vocabulary progress ladder – KS1 & 2 
Topic Year Group Content 

Locational  and 
place knowledge 

Year 1  Name and locate a local city 

 Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and 
its surrounding seas 

 Observe and describe the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom 

 GDS: Name a few towns in the south and north of the UK 

 GDS: Name key features associated with a town or village, e.g. ‘factory’, ‘detached house’, ‘semi -detached 
house’, ‘terrace house’ 

Year 2  Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography 
of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a non-European country 

 GDS: Locate some of the world’s major rivers and mountain ranges 

Year 3  Name and locate geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key 
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Geography skills, knowledge and vocabulary progress ladder – KS1 & 2 
Topic Year Group Content 

topographical features (in hills, mountains and rivers) 

 Understand physical geography through studying a region in a European country.  

 Name and locate the key topographical features including features of erosion, hills, mountains and river 

 Understand how these features have changed over time 

 GDS: Use a map, photographs, film or plan to describe a contrasting locality outside Europe 

 GDS: Name the two largest seas around Europe 

Year 4  Identify the position and significance of Equator, N. and S. Hemisphere, Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn 

 Identify the position and significance of latitude/longitude and the Greenwich Meridian 

 Link with science, time zones, night and day 

Year 5  Locate and name the main countries in North or South America 

 Locate and name principal cities, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries and other major cities 

 Compare a region in UK with a region in N. or S. America with significant differences and similarities 

 Compare 2 different regions in UK coastal town/urban city 

 GDS: Begin to recognise the climate of a given country according to its location on the map 

Year 6  Locate and name the main counties and cities in England 

 Locate the main countries in Europe. Locate and name principal cities, concentrating on environmental 
regions, key physical and human characteristics Locate and name principal cities of France, concentrating 
on environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics 

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (inc the location of Russia) and North and 
South America, Linking with local History, map how land use has changed in local area over time. Linking 
with history, compare land use maps of UK from past with the present, focusing on land use.  

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography 
of a European country, France. 

 GDS: Name the main lines of latitude and meridian of longitude 

Human and 
physical geography 

Year 1  Identify seasonal/daily weather patterns in the UK and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in 
relation to the equator and the North and South poles 

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to physical features of their school and its grounds and of the 
surrounding environment 

 Make links between human activity and Climate Change 

 GDS: Make plausible predictions about what the weather may be like later in the day or tomorrow 

Year 2  Record and compare seasonal changes and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom 
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Geography skills, knowledge and vocabulary progress ladder – KS1 & 2 
Topic Year Group Content 

 Identify and understand the significance of the equator on the world climate, including North and South 
Pole. 

 Know the world climate has changed due to climate change, focusing on counties near to and far from the 
Equator, including North and South Poles. 

 Compare and contrast key physical and human features of two contrasting areas 

 GDS: Make inferences by looking at a weather chart 

 GDS: Make plausible predictions about what the weather may be like in different parts of the world 

 GDS: Predict how climate change may impact the weather, and consequently people’s lives in different 
parts of the World. 

 GDS: Explain how the weather affects different people 

Year 3  Describe and understand key aspects of rivers and the water cycle, excluding transpiration, including 
formation, features of a river, impact on human geography and sustainability 

 Brief introduction to volcanoes and earthquakes linking to science: rock types 

 GDS: Explain why a locality has certain physical features. Can they explain how people’s lives vary due to 
weather. 

Year 4  Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts (link to work on rainforest) including tundra, desert, tropical rainforest, savannah, 
temperate forest, grassland and taiga 

 Consider how Climate Change has affected different climate zones over a period of time. 

 Discuss what the World’s deserts, rainforests, grasslands and oceans might look like in 100 years time as a 
result of Climate Change.  

 Consider how physical geography impacts on land use, trade links, economic activity and types of 
settlement 

 Describe and understand key features of natural disasters 

 GDS: Explain how a locality has changed over time with reference to physical features 

Year 5  Describe and understand key aspects of the water cycle and the impact on human geography through 
distribution of natural resources and natural disasters 

 Understand how extreme weather events are affecting people in the UK and around the World – link to 
impact of Climate Change on our everchanging weather. 

 Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography including Volcanoes and earthquakes, looking 
at plate tectonics and the ring of fire 

 GDS: Explain what a place (open to environmental and physical change) might be like in the future taking 
account of physical features 
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Geography skills, knowledge and vocabulary progress ladder – KS1 & 2 
Topic Year Group Content 

Year 6  In depth locational study to understand the significance of the human activity on physical geography 

 Consider the probable future and possible future if things remain unchanged – with a strong focus on 
Climate Change.  

 Identify how physical geography impacts on the distribution of other natural resources such as oil, coal, 
food and minerals 

 GDS: Explain how human activity has caused an environment to change – with reference to Climate 
Change. 

 GDS: Understand the term sustainable development and use it in different contexts 

Geographical skills 
and fieldwork 

Year 1  Carry out a small survey of the local area/school, drawing simple features 

 Use simple locational and directional language, such as near, far, left, right, forwards and backwards to 
describe the location of features and routes on a map 

 Create plans and raw simple features in their familiar environment  

 Use aerial photographs and maps with basic symbols to recognise landmarks of the local area such as 
schools, shops and parks 

 Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geographical features of their school and the 
local area, identifying the human and physical geography 

Year 2  Use simple compass directions, such as north, south, east and west to describe the location of features and 
routes on a map. 

 Use aerial photographs to devise a simple map and construct basic symbols in a key to recognise landmarks 
of local area such as schools, shops and parks. 

 Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to compare the geography of their school and the local area 
with another area familiar to them, identifying the human and physical features 

 GDS: Point out the North, South, East and West associated with maps and compass 

 GDS: Find the longest and shortest route using a map 

Year 3  Use a simple database to present findings from fieldwork 

 Use the four points of a compass to describe the locational knowledge of the United Kingdom and the 
wider world 

 Use maps, atlases and globes to locate countries and features studied 

 Follow a route on a map with some accuracy 

 Make a map of a short route experienced using symbols 

 GDS: Give accurate measurements between 2 given places within the UK 

Year 4  Use four figure grid references to describe the locational knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider 
world 
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Geography skills, knowledge and vocabulary progress ladder – KS1 & 2 
Topic Year Group Content 

 Begin to use 8 figure compass points 

 Use maps, atlases and globes to locate countries and describe features studied 

 Draw a sketch map from a high viewpoint 

Year 5  Select appropriate methods for data collection, use the database to interrogate/amend information 
collected 

 Use six figure grid references to build locational knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 

 Use fieldwork to observe, measure and record the human and physical features in the local area using a 
range of methods, such as sketch maps, plans and graphs 

 Use maps, atlases and globes to locate countries and describe and compare features studied 

 GDS: Work out an accurate itinerary detailing a journey to another part of the world 

Year 6  Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features of an area using 
digital technologies. 

 Use maps, digital maps, atlases and globes to locate countries and describe and compare features studied 

 GDS: Plan a journey to another part of the world which takes account of time zones 

 GDS: Analyse population data on two settlements and report on findings and questions raised 

Geographical 
Enquiry 

Year 1  Explain where they live and describe some of the physical features 

 Identify what they like and don’t like about their locality and give reasons why 

 Answer some questions using different geographical resources 

 Ask relevant geographical questions using a range of sources provided 

Year 2  Label a diagram or photograph using some geographical vocabulary 

 Describe a locality 

 Identify key features of a locality by using a map 

 Use a range of geographical evidence to make predictions 

 Make comparisons between people and places and explain their reasons 

Year 3  Select geographical vocabulary independently to describe and compare localities 

 Identify that localities may have similar and different characteristics 

 Use and compare two maps explaining the purpose of each 

 Make geographical inferences through a variety of geographical sources 

 Make links using prior knowledge and ask and answer geographical questions 

Year 4  Explain how a locality has changed over time with reference to physical features and human features 

 Explain how a locality has changed over time as a direct result of Climate Change.  

 Suggest different ways that a locality could be changed and improved 

 Identify different views around a geographical issue and state their own view 
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Geography skills, knowledge and vocabulary progress ladder – KS1 & 2 
Topic Year Group Content 

 Research and collect information about people and places and present it? e.g. a report, a poster, a 
brochure 

 Ask questions, analyse a range of evidence and explain their findings based on a geographical source 

 Identify geographical patterns and make connections 

 GDS: Explain how people are trying to manage their environment  

Year 5  Identify the links between human and physical geography 

 Make links between their own geographical location and other localities (local, national, global) with 
reference to human, physical and economical features 

 Explain views in relation to environmental change and geographical issues and compare these with the 
views of others – in relation to Climate Change. 

 Pose a geographical hypothesis using various sources to draw a conclusion 

 Rank geographical information in order of importance, justifying their viewpoints and adapt thinking as 
new geographical information arises 

  Evaluate geographical information/ sources and draw appropriate conclusions 

 GDS: Report on ways in which humans have both improved and damaged the environment 

Year 6  Explain the links between human and physical geographical processes and how these may affect the future 

 Explain a range of geographical processes and the effects on people and places 

 Make careful measurements (eg: rainfall, population, temperature, sea level) and input them into the 
appropriate form (eg: table, tally, graph) 

 Present their research through self- selected representations? E.g reports, leaflets, drama, art, multimedia 

 Collect statistics about people and places from field work or research and analyse data looking for trends 

  Interpret other people’s arguments for change, analysing and evaluating their viewpoints 

 Collate evidence and viewpoints to structure debates around Climate Change issues and future 
sustainability.  

 GDS: Define geographical questions to guide their research 

 GDS: Use a range of self selected resources to answer questions 

 

Geography Key  Vocabulary     

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6  
address, journey, 
features, weather, 
holiday, travel, transport, 
land, similarities, 

cliff, forest, mountain, 
river, soil, valley, 
vegetation, season, 

population, sustainability, 
spring, river, stream, 
coast, slope, waterfall, 
valley, lake, woodland, 

Channel, reservoir, 
climatic zone, temperate, 
hamlet, purification, 
irrigation 

headland, cliff, cave, 
arch, stack, bay, groynes, 
sea walls, patterns,  land 
use, processes, 

amenities, flora, fauna, 
 depletion, 
consumerism, 
encroachment, 
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differences, effects, 
island, hill, seaside, town 
city, town, shops, 
buildings, 
post office, school, 
parks, landscape, city, 
village, 
location beach, 
mountain, farm, field, 
maps, globe, atlas, 
symbol, route, plan, 
physical 
features, human 
features, United 
Kingdom, ocean, 
river, land, country, 
near, far, left, 
right, forwards, 
backwards, Spring, 
Summer, Autumn, Winter 

village, factory, farm,  
office, port, harbour,  
environment changes,  
survey,  physical, human 
co-ordinate, 
continent, Europe, 
Africa, Asia, Australia, 
North America, South 
America, Antarctica, 
compass points, capital, 
locality, fieldwork, 
field data, weather, 
rich 
poor, factory, mine, 
bridge, mountain, aerial 
view, aerial map, centre, 
environment, settlement, 
seasonal 

land use, processes, 
water cycle, erosion, 
pollution, evaporation, 
condensation, scale, 
local, regional, national, 
international, global 
weather, climate, 
tropical, weather 
symbols, monsoon 
environmental 
conservation, wildlife, 
quality, pollution, 
community, desert, polar,  
steep, mouth, filtering, 
soil, rock, wave, tide, 
shingle, , mapping, grid 
reference, compass 
(points), North, South, 
East, West, scale, 
direction, key, symbol, 
miles, kilometres, metres 
centimetres, OS map 
plains, landscapes, 
terrains, region, 
vegetation, climate, 
semi-desert,  
physical characteristics, 
tributaries, basin, marsh 
land,  
main channel, source, 
river mouth, 
downstream, upstream, 
transportation, stream, 
channel, bank, affluent 

agriculture, crops, 
husbandry, food miles, 
arable farm, pastoral 
farm, mixed farm, 
environmental impact, 
locally produced, 
globalised, producer, 
natural disasters, 

cyclone, volcano, 

earthquake, tremor, 
magma, lava, seismic, 
erosion, Richter scale, 
Mercalli scale, force, 
eruption, liquefaction, 
mantle, pyroclastic flow, 
seismometer, crater, 
vent, tectonic plates, 
plate boundary, 
epicentre, aftershock 

transportation, 
deposition, tourism, 
building, scale - Local, 
Regional, National, 
International, Global, air 
pollution, waste, 
recycling, compost, 
refuse, derelict planning, 
climate change, 
landscape, settlement, 
urban, rural, district, 
microclimate, steep, 
mouth, filtering, 
purification, irrigation, 
grid reference, Compass ( 
8 points) 
water distribution, 
usage, consumption, 
GNP, economics, 
productivity, labour, 
tourism, inner city, 
suburbs, rural, 
boroughs, population 
growth, ghettos, capital, 
outskirts, urbanization, 
metropolitan, 
employment, classes, 
poverty, city expansion, 
factories, manufacturing 
meander, delta, 
estuary, embankment 
 

preservation, sanctuary 
greenhouse effect, 
equatorial, emergent 
layer, canopy, tropical, 
understudy, land-locked 
 

 


