
SCHOOL DAYS/ATTENDANCE 
 

The law defines compulsory school age as between 5-16years. Parents must secure full time education for 

children of compulsory school age. A child that is registered with a school must attend regularly and punctually. 

 As a school we have a duty to record attendance at the start of the school day and again at the start of the 

afternoon session, we also have to inform the local authority if a pupil fails to attend regularly or if a pupil is 

absent for 10 school days or more in a row, we also need to inform them why the child is absent. 

If a child has persistent absent due to medical issues we can request medical evidence. 

Persistently low attendance of 90% or below is regularly monitored by the attendance officer and class 

teacher. At this stage we work in partnership with the Education welfare officer. 

If a child is persistently late then the school and the education welfare officer can take legal action. 

If you require an absence for your child for reasons other than sickness, you should write a letter to the head 

teacher requesting this absence to be authorised. This is not a letter merely informing us of the dates you plan 

to be absent. 

 

Days in school over the 

year 

 

Days absent  

 

Percentage attendance 

 

Impact 

 

190 days in school 

 

0 days absent  

 

100% 

 

Good. Best chance of 

success 

 

180 days in school 

 

10 days absent (2 school 

weeks) 

 

95% 

 

Concern. Staffs begin to 

monitor. 

 

171 days in school 

 

19 days absent (3 school 

weeks and 4 days ) 

 

90% 

 

Considered persistence 

absence. Evidence shows 

it will take a child 8 

weeks to catch up on 

missed learning.  
 

161 days in school 

 

29 days absent.( 5 school 

weeks and 4 days ) 

 

85% 

 

Serious concern. 

Evidence shows it will 

take a child 8 weeks to 

catch up on missed 

learning.EWO 

involvement 
  

152 days in school  

 

 

38 days absent (7 school 

weeks and 3 days ) 

 

80% 

 

Serious concern. 

Evidence shows it will 

take a child 8 weeks to 

catch up on missed 

learning.EWO 

involvement, possibly 

leading to further 

external action. 
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