
 
 

  
  
  
 
  

 

Teaching and Learning Policy 

 

Aims 

There are three main aims of this policy: to establish an entitlement for all pupils, valuing diversity 

and actively ensuring inclusion; to establish expectations for all staff and provide a reference point 

for monitoring and evaluating in conjunction with the Teachers’ Standards; to promote continuity 

and coherence across the school so that pupils are provided with high quality learning experiences 

which lead to a consistently high level of pupil achievement in terms of academia and development 

of moral, physical and cultural awareness. 

 

Introduction 

The staff of Duloe Primary Academy are committed to raising standards and providing the best 

education for the pupils in the school. This policy seeks to identify the features of effective teaching 

which translate the aims of the school and the curriculum into relevant and challenging learning 

experiences for all pupils. The staff are united in this and work to establish an ethos of continuous 

improvement. 

 

Entitlement 

All teachers are responsible for the learning and progress of every child in their class, including those 

with SEN. We aim to offer an inclusive, differentiated and personalised approach to enable all 

learners to engage with all aspects of school life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

  
  
  
 
  

 

 

 

Expectations  

In addition to the Teaching Standards, there are key expectations that are specific to the teaching 

and learning values of Duloe Primary Academy. This rubric is used to monitor the quality of teaching 

and learning in all learning sessions across the school. 

 

There are five key requirements that all lessons must contain: 

1. A clear learning objective 

2. Secure subject knowledge by the teacher 

3. A safe learning environment 

4. Strong behaviour management 

5. Duloe’s Christian Values  

 

A clear learning objective 

The objective for the lesson, whether it is based on the National Curriculum or the Early Years 

Foundation Stage should be shared with the children, normally at the beginning of the lesson. The 

learning objective may be written down for the children or discussed with them, depending on the 

activity. It is beneficial for the learning objective to be referred to throughout the lesson and 

reflected on at the end of the teaching session.  

 

Secure subject knowledge by the teacher 

Teachers have a secure knowledge of the relevant subject(s) and curriculum areas. They foster and 

maintain children’s interest in the subject, and address misconceptions. 

 

 



 
 

  
  
  
 
  

 

A safe learning environment  

Staff establish a safe environment for pupils, rooted in mutual respect, so that children feel 

emotionally supported and safe in school. Not all potential risks can be avoided, but where possible, 

risks should be managed to avoid any unnecessary harm to children.  

 

Strong behaviour management 

Teachers and other adults within the classroom take responsibility for promoting good and 

courteous behaviour in-line with the school’s behaviour policy.  Praise and consequences for 

behaviour will be applied consistently and fairly.  

 

Duloe’s Christian Values 

Our Christian Values (Compassion, Creativity, Friendship, Perseverance and Respect) may be actively 

promoted, and children praised for embodying them or simple upheld by the manner of the teaching 

and the interactions between the children.  

 

Alongside these five key requirements, there are several expectations that high-quality lessons will 

include. It is not expected that all these expectations will be present in all lessons. However, these 

are the characteristics of high-quality teaching that we at Duloe feel will impact positively on the 

outcome for our children. They are: 

1. AfL 

2. Differentiation/Challenge by Choice 

3. Children’s Individual Needs are Addressed 

4. Effective Teacher Questioning 

5. Children Take Responsibility for their Learning 

6. Absorption in Learning 

7. Success Criteria  

8. Progress for Majority 



 
 

  
  
  
 
  

 

 

AfL (Assessment for Learning). 

Clear Assessment for Learning opportunities, both formative and summative, will be identifiable 

within lessons. Teachers will use the knowledge they derive from AfL to monitor progress, set ‘next 

steps’ and plan subsequent lessons. Teachers will give children regular feedback, both orally and 

through accurate marking. 

 

Differentiation/Challenge by Choice 

Teachers need to adapt teaching to respond to the strengths and needs of their children. Teachers 

use appropriate support and strategies to differentiate, which enables children to learn effectively. 

When appropriate, children should also be encouraged to identify their level of challenge and select 

the learning activity that is appropriate to them.  

 

Children’s Individual Needs are Addressed 

Teachers have a clear understanding of the needs of all pupils, including those with special 

educational needs; those of high ability; those with English as an additional language; those with 

disabilities; and be able to use and evaluate distinctive teaching approaches to engage and support 

them. 

 

Effective Teacher Questioning 

Adults and children use a range of questions to extend or clarify their understanding. A variety of 

strategies are implemented to ensure all children are participating and engaged throughout the 

lesson. 

 

 

 



 
 

  
  
  
 
  

 

Children Take Responsibility for their Learning 

Children independently access the learning activities, can identify barriers to their learning and can 

manage their learning throughout the lesson by taking the appropriate action, for example, 

understanding what they need to do if they are stuck.  

 

Absorption in learning 

Children show sustained concentration whilst engaged in their learning, demonstrating enthusiasm 

and inquisitiveness, which may result in extended learning at home or outside the class. 

 

Success Criteria 

Children can articulate what they need to do during the lesson to be successful. This may be task 

based i.e. the order of activities they need to follow or learning based, i.e. understanding which skills 

they must use within a piece of work.  

 

Progress for Majority 

The majority of children make progress with their learning during the lesson based on the learning 

objective or against the success criteria. 

 

Exceptional lessons 

Some lessons can also be celebrated for being of exceptional quality. These lessons will generally 

combine several the already stated expectations. However, it is not necessary for all the stated 

requirements to be present for the lesson to be exceptional. Exceptional lessons will include: 

 

 

 



 
 

  
  
  
 
  

 

All children making progress 

All children show an increase in understanding and demonstrate individual progress in learning from 

the beginning to the end of the lesson.  

 

Learning buzz 

Learners and adults demonstrate enthusiasm, motivation and enjoyment in the task and are excited 

to share their new knowledge. There is an intangible feeling as you enter the room that significant 

learning is taking place.  
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