
Catch Up Funding Strategy 2020-2021 

 

Children and young people across the country have experienced unprecedented disruption to their education as a result of coronavirus 

(COVID-19).  

Although all children have had their education disrupted by the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, it is likely that disadvantaged and vulnerable 

groups will have been hardest hit. That is why, alongside the universal catch-up premium, there is a £350 million National Tutoring Programme 

to provide additional, targeted support for those children and young people who need the most help. 

Catch Up Funding: 

This funding will be provided in 3 tranches.  

Schools should use this funding for specific activities to support their pupils to catch up for lost teaching over the previous months, in line with 
the guidance on curriculum expectations for the next academic year. 

Schools have the flexibility to spend their funding in the best way for their cohort and circumstances. 

To support schools to make the best use of this funding, the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) has published a coronavirus (COVID-19) 
support guide for schools with evidence-based approaches to catch up for all students. Schools should use this document to help them direct 
their additional funding in the most effective way.  
In this document it states: 
 

• Tuition delivered by qualified teachers is likely to have the highest impact 

• In order to support pupils who have fallen behind furthest, structured interventions, which may also be delivered one to one or in small groups, are 

likely to be necessary. A particular focus for interventions is likely to be on literacy and numeracy. For example, there is extensive evidence showing 

the long-term negative impact of beginning secondary school without secure literacy skills. Programmes are likely to have the greatest impact 

where they meet a specific need, such as oral language skills or aspects of reading, include regular sessions maintained over a sustained period and 

are carefully timetabled to enable consistent delivery. Interventions might focus on other aspects of learning, such as behaviour or pupils’ social 

and emotional needs, or focus on particular groups of pupils with identified special educational needs or disabilities. Effective intervention follows 

assessment, which can be used to ensure that support is well-targeted and to monitor pupil progress. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#section-3-curriculum-behaviour-and-pastoral-support
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/covid-19-support-guide-for-schools/#nav-covid-19-support-guide-for-schools1
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/covid-19-support-guide-for-schools/#nav-covid-19-support-guide-for-schools1
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• Parents have played a key role in supporting children to learn at home and it will be essential that schools and families continue to work together as 

pupils return to school. Schools have provided extensive pastoral support to pupils and families throughout the pandemic. Additional support in the 

new school year could focus on providing regular and supportive communications with parents, especially to increase attendance and engagement 

with learning. There is a risk that high levels of absence after the summer pose a particular risk for disadvantaged pupils 

 

Accountability and monitoring 

As with all government funding, school leaders must be able to account for how this money is being used to achieve the central goal of schools getting back 

on track and teaching a normal curriculum as quickly as possible. 

Given their role in ensuring schools spend funding appropriately and in holding schools to account for educational performance, governors and trustees 
should scrutinise schools’ approaches to catch-up from September, including their plans for and use of catch-up funding. This should include consideration 
of whether schools are spending this funding in line with their catch-up priorities, and ensuring appropriate transparency for parents. 

National Tutoring Programme: 
Although all children have had their education disrupted by the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, it is likely that disadvantaged and vulnerable groups will 
have been hardest hit. That is why, alongside the universal catch-up premium, we are launching a national tutoring programme to provide additional, 
targeted support for those children and young people who need the most help. 

For Primary Schools the programme will comprise of at least 2 parts: 

• a 5 to 16 programme that will make high-quality tuition available to 5 to 16-year olds in state-funded primary and secondary schools from the 
second half of autumn term 2020 

• a reception year early language programme that will make training and resources available at no-cost to schools where additional targeted 
support for oral language would be particularly beneficial 

 
5-16 programme: 
The 5 to 16 programme will increase access to high-quality tuition for disadvantaged and vulnerable 5 to 16-year olds. 
 
Tutoring will begin from the second half of the autumn term and increase through spring term 2021. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-catch-up-premium#five
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-catch-up-premium#neli
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Schools will be able to use their catch-up premium to cover the subsidised cost of the programme. Organisations will bid to provide sustained blocks of 
tutoring (15 hours) to pupils, rather than individual sessions. This funding will cover 75% of the per session cost, with schools paying for the remaining 25%.  
 
Individual tutors won’t be able to apply directly to the NTP for funding, but will be able to sign-up with the Tuition Partners selected for funding. Potential 

tutors can sign up through this sign-up form.  
 
NTP Tuition Partners funding will be given out based on evidence of impact on attainment, safeguarding policies, and previous experience of working with 
schools at an organisational level.  
 
The majority of this tutoring to be delivered in small groups (with one tutor and three pupils) to ensure that as many pupils as possible can benefit from 
Tuition Partners. 
 
Tutoring may take place on line and can be delivered in or out of school time. 
 
 
 
Reception Early Language Programme:  
 
The Department for Education is working with the EEF and other partners to scale up delivery of the Nuffield Early Language Intervention (NELI).  NELI is a 
high-quality, evidence-based, 20-week intervention designed to improve the language skills of reception age pupils. It involves scripted individual and small 
group language teaching sessions, delivered by trained school staff, usually teaching assistants. Several EEF trials have found that NELI improves both 
children’s oral language and early literacy skills. A recent trial of the programme found that children made on average three months of additional progress 
compared to children in the comparison group. Participating schools will receive resources and will be able to access online training from the start of the 
spring term 2021. 
  

https://nationaltutoring.org.uk/contact-us
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This funding is for schools to use on specific activities to support their pupils to catch up for lost teaching over the previous months, in line with the 
guidance on curriculum expectations for the next academic year. Schools have the flexibility to spend their funding in the best way for their cohort and 
circumstances. 
To support schools to make the best use of this funding, the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) has published a coronavirus (COVID-19) support guide 
for schools with evidence-based approaches to catch up for all students. Schools should use this document to help them direct their additional funding in 
the most effective way. 

 
Section 1: Contextual Information 
 

Strategies may include: 

• Possible Teaching and TA additional hours above those already budgeted for 2020 2021 

• Staff training to support curriculum planning and improved quality first teaching 

• Strategies to support parental engagement and pupil attendance 

• Focused training on effective use of technology to support remote teaching and learning 

• Pupil Assessments – materials and time to enable Teachers to assess pupil’s wellbeing and learning needs 

• Curriculum Resources  

• Transition Support to support pupils into school – dedicated transition events either remote or face to face. 

• Targeted one to one support or small group tuition 

• Intervention programmes – one to one or small groups 

• Investment in technology, either providing pupils with devices or improving facilities available in school 

• Use of catch up funding to support access to national tutoring programme 

 

 

Useful links 

Gov guidance Catch up premium        

The EEF guide to supporting school planning-A tiered approach to 

2020-21.pdf 

EEF support guide     

EEF Teaching and Learning Toolkit 

EEF Assessing and monitoring pupil progress 

EEF Remote Learning Evidence Review           

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#section-3-curriculum-behaviour-and-pastoral-support
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/covid-19-support-guide-for-schools/#nav-covid-19-support-guide-for-schools1
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/covid-19-support-guide-for-schools/#nav-covid-19-support-guide-for-schools1
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-catch-up-premium
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-19_Resources/The_EEF_guide_to_supporting_school_planning_-_A_tiered_approach_to_2020-21.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-19_Resources/The_EEF_guide_to_supporting_school_planning_-_A_tiered_approach_to_2020-21.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/national-tutoring-programme/covid-19-support-guide-for-schools/#nav-covid-19-support-guide-for-schools1
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/tools/assessing-and-monitoring-pupil-progress/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-19_Resources/Remote_learning_evidence_review/Rapid_Evidence_Assessment_summary.pdf
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Section 2: Detailed planning, review and evaluation 

Priority A To support pupils to ‘catch up’ on the phonics teaching that they have missed.  Total Cost £700 

INTENT IMPLEMENTATION IMPACT 

Desired 
Outcomes 

(success criteria) 

Action Reason for 
choice 

Eg EEF supporting 
great teaching 
EEF targeted 

support 
EEF wider 
strategies 

Quality assurance 
of delivery 

Cost Progress Review 1 
 
Date: 18/12/20 
 
 

Progress Review 2 
 
Date: 9/4/21 

Final Evaluation 
(against success 
criteria) 
Date: 24/7/21 

Pupils in 
Reception and 
KS1 make 
accelerated 
progress in 
phonics (using 

• All EYFS and KS1 
teachers engage 
with the Read, 

Write, Inc 
programme. 

• Phonics sessions 
are taught, 

EEF Teaching 
and whole 

school 
strategies. 

 
Supporting 

great teaching. 

• Engagement 
with the DFE 
approved 
English Hub 
who are 
monitoring and 
supporting the 

£700 All staff trained in 
the Read, Write , 

Inc. reading group 
procedures. 

Returning staff 
(maternity etc. ) 

booked onto 
training. 

Consistency in 
teaching phonics 
in Reception and 

83% of Delaware 
reception pupils 
met the ELG for 

reading 
 

1 out of the 2 
Gunnislake 

School Delaware and Gunnislake  Primary 
Academy 

Total Number of 
Pupils 

166 
+ 17 

Total Catch Up Funding £11, 520 

Identified Priorities for Catch Up Premium Reasons for the selection of the priority 

1  
Strengthen Phonics Teaching and Assessment  

Ensure that National expectation in the phonics screening check is 
achieved. 

If pupils are not able to read fluently (from a strong start in KS1) this will 
impact negatively on all aspects of the curriculum. 

2  
Accelerate Progress In Reading, Writing and Mathematics 

 
Mitigate the effects of Covid 19 so that more pupils are working at ARE. 

3  
 

4  
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the Read, Write, 
Inc assessments).  
 

following the  
same format 

and structure. 

• Training to 
ensure that the 
programme is 
delivered with 
fidelity to the 
scheme is 
delivered via 
authentic Read, 
Write , Inc 
consultants. 

implementation 
and impact of 
the 
programme. 

• Access to Read, 
Write, Inc 
consultants for 
support. 

 

KS1 evident and 
validated by 

external sources 
(English hub 
consultant) 

reception pupils 
met the ELG for 

reading. 
 

Reading progress 
was 3  points for 

Delaware Y1 
pupils. 

 
Reading progress 
was 3 points for 

one of the 
Gunnislake  pupils. 

1 point each for 
two other pupils 

(SEN and 
additional needs) 
1 pupil has made 

good progress 
with her sounds] 

The end of Y1 
phonics 
assessments at 
least match 
National 
expectations. 

• Half termly 
assessments to 
identify ‘gaps’ in 
learning to 
ensure that 
teaching is 
sufficiently 
targeted to 
accelerate 
progress. 

EEF Teaching 
and whole 

school 
strategies. 

 
Pupil 

assessment 
and feedback. 

 

• Reading leader 
(Sarah Evans) 
working with 
Kyja King of the 
English Hub to 
fulfil the 
separate 
Phonics plan. 

 Current Y2 pupils 
achieved 81% in a 
Phonics Screening 
Check assessment 

in December 
2020. (Delaware) 

 
 100% of pupils in 

Gunnislake. 

Extra daily 
phonics sessions 
are in place for 

the bottom 20% 
of pupils who are 
in danger of not 

reaching the 
required standard 

(phonics 
screening check) 

Regular 
assessments by 

Current Y2 pupils 
achieved 81% in a 
Phonics Screening 
Check assessment. 

 
 100% of pupils in 

Gunnislake. 
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reading lead to 
check progress. 

 

Priority B Intensive ‘teacher-led’  and TA led interventions. Total Cost £517 a week x 6 
weeks = £3102 

INTENT IMPLEMENTATION IMPACT 
Desired 

Outcomes 
(success 
criteria) 

Action Reason for 
choice 

Eg EEF supporting 
great teaching 
EEF targeted 

support 
EEF wider 
strategies 

Quality assurance 
of delivery 

Cost Progress Review 1 
 

Date: 18/12/20 

Progress Review 2 
 

Date: 9/4/21 

Final Evaluation 
(against success 
criteria) 

Date: 24/4/21 

Pupils who 
have fallen 
behind in 
reading, 

writing and 
maths will 

make 
accelerated 

progress. 

• Daily ’20 minute’ 
interventions with 
a member of the 
teaching team. 
Delivered remotely 
through the 
Microsoft ‘Teams’ 
platform. 

• At least 1 weekly 
interventions per 
identified group to 
be carried out. 

EEF Targeted 
Support 

One to one 
and small 

group tuition. 
 

EEF Teaching 
and whole 

school 
strategies. 

 
Pupil 

assessment 
and feedback 

• Monitoring of 
interventions 
by HT. 

• Creation of 
‘intervention 
impact’ files to 
track progress. 

See 
above 

Year 6 maths: 
100% of the group 
improved on their 

baseline test 
scores. 

 
 

Year 4 maths: 60% 
of the group made 

1 point of 
progress. 40% 
made 2 points 

progress. 
Year 4 reading: 

30% of the group 
made 1 point of 
progress. 60% of 

the group made 2 
points progress 

Plans in place to 
appoint a teacher 

for one day a 
week to deliver 
catch up in the 
summer term. 

 
Progress for 

Delaware pupils 
attending school 
during lockdown 

(Average progress 
for the Spring 

term) 
Reading: 1.1 
Writing: 0.7 
Maths: 1.0 

 

Progress for 
Delaware pupils 
attending school 
during lockdown 

(Average progress 
for the year) 
Reading: 3.0 
Writing: 2.8 
Maths: 3.0 
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and 10% of the 
group made 3 

points progress. 
 

Y3 Reading- 100% 
of the group made 

1 point of 
progress. 

 
Y2- Reading. 67% 

of the group made 
1 point of 

progress. 17% of 
the group made 2 
points progress. 

 
 

Progress for 
Gunnislake pupils 
attending school 
during lockdown  

(Average progress 
for the Spring 

term) 
 

Reading: 1.5 
Writing: 1.0 
Maths: 1.5 

Progress for 
Gunnislake pupils 
attending school 
during lockdown  

(Average progress 
for the Spring 

term) 
 

Reading: 3.5 
Writing: 2.8 
Maths: 3.0 

 

 

 

 

 


	National Tutoring Programme:

